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deavoured to revenge the cruelties they had suffered, and
had lately put the inhabitants of Nombre de Dios into the
utmost consternation.

These negroes the captain set on shore on the mainland,
so that they might, by joining the Symerons, recover their
liberty, or, at least, might not have it in their power to give
the people of Nombre de Dios any speedy information of
his intention to invade them.

Then selecting fifty-three men from his own company,
and twenty from the crew of his new associate, captain
Rause, he embarked with them, in his pinnaces, and set
sail for Nombre de Dios.

On July the 28th, at night, he approached the town, un-
discovered, and dropt his anchors under the shore, intend-
ing, after his men were refreshed, to begin the attack;
but finding that they were terrifying each other with for-
midable accounts of the strength of the place, and the
multitude of the inhabitants, he determined to hinder the
panick from spreading further by leading them imme-
diately to action; and, therefore, ordering them to their
oars, he landed without any opposition, there being only
one gunner upon the bay, though it was secured with six
brass cannons of the largest size, ready mounted. But
the gunner, while they were throwing the cannons from
their carriages, alarmed the town, as they soon discovered
by the bell, the drums, and the noise of the people.

Drake, leaving twelve men to guard the pinnaces,
marched round the town, with no great opposition, the
men being more hurt by treading on the weapons, left on
the ground by the flying enemy, than by the resistance
which they encountered.

At length, having taken some of the Spaniards, Drake
commanded them to show him the govetnour's house,
where the mules that bring the silver from Panama were
unloaded; there they found the door open, and, entering
the room where the silver was reposited, found it heaped
up in bars, in such quantities as almost exceed belief,
the pile being, they conjectured, seventy feet in length,